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Executive summary 

Since March 2011, the Syrian government  detained  and arrested tens 

of thousands of Syrian citizens during  wide raids. 

Most  of enforced disappearances cases were  by the General  

Intelligence, military security , air security , state security , the Syrian 

army and the militias of the government , in order to silence the voice of 

the opposition and intimidate. 

Detainees and prisoners become victims of enforced disappearance 

after a period of detention, cut off from the outside world and their 

families without any guarantees of a fair trial or to reveal their fate, 

detention accompanied by another crime which is torture that may end 

up to death. 

The International Independent Investigation Commission has said that 
the Syrian government has been committed systematic arrests and 
enforced disappearances operations, As part of a wide attack was 
accompanied by systematic starvation, torture and harsh conditions led 
to the death "  According to the International investigation committee 
report 
 
Amnesty said in its report, the human slaughterhouse execution of more 
than 13,000 people were tortured and then executed. (contained in the 
report of the human slaughterhouse Sednaya ). 
 
These impacts do not depend on  the victim himself of physical and 
psychological torture, systematic starvation and bad conditions of 
detention but extend to his family, children, wife and  relatives. 
 
Based on dozens of interviews the report dealt with the  most important  
three suffering ,suffered by the families victims women, whether they 
were mothers or wives, sisters or daughters. As a result of these 
interviews, there was a common suffering of them, mostly focused on 
the psychological pain, suffering and thinking led to severe psychological 
trauma, and some of them chronic, in addition to the suffering and 
financial difficulties, the entry of some  victims'  wives to the labor 
market and  accompanying of harassment and  sexual harassment, as 



 

well as the depriving of  some of  victims' children the completion of 
their education as a result of leaving school and heading to the labor 
market to help their families. 
As well as the social and family disintegration and difficulties resulting 
from the inability to sell the victim's property as a result of the lack of 
necessary identity documents  or absence of a death certificate , or 
torment of conscience felt by those who do not have the money to pay 
to middlemen and brokers to find out news about their loved ones or 
their whereabouts 
Finally, to the United Nations, the international community and the 
Syrian regime. 
 
 

- Background: 

 

Since March 2011, the Syrian government  detained  and arrested tens 

of thousands of Syrian citizens during  wide raids, including activists, 

leaders of the peaceful revolution , humanitarian aid  workers, human 

rights defenders,  government's peaceful opponents , as well as 

individuals who are classified as opponents of the government , such as 

journalists and relatives of people wanted to governmental authorities. 

Most  of enforced disappearances cases were  by the General  

Intelligence, military security , air security , state security , the Syrian 

army and the militias of the government (national defense - and foreign 

militias). The international investigation committee reports. 

 

In order to silence the voice of opposition, spread terror and fear among 

the civilians in order to put down and weakening the revolution. 

The arrests are often through:  

- Security checkpoints, or raids on homes and villages and rural areas.  

-During the civilians went to their jobs or during their internal traveling  

between cities, or external through land or air crossings. 

-The similarity of names. 



 

 
- Because they belong and living in places of revolutionary movement as 
Idlib or Homs or Damascus. 
 
- Dominate of free army on some cities such as: Assal Al ward  city in 
Damascus in 2014, or Alwaar in Homs March 2014, where government 
forces have arrested  many civilians and forcibly disappeared. The 
international investigation committee reports. 
 
As well as after reaching a peace agreement in Aleppo under the 
auspices of Russia and Turkey, where government forces and their 
militias have arrested dozens of civilians and forcibly disappeared and 
nobody knows anything about them. 
 

Detainees and prisoners become victims of enforced disappearance 

after a period of detention, cut off from the outside world and their 

families without any guarantees of a fair trial or to reveal their fate, 

detention accompanied by another crime which is torture that may end 

up to death. The international investigation commission. 

-In its report ''human slaughterhouse''  Amnesty said  that about 13,000 

people have died in Sednaya prison , some of them tortured, some of 

them put in circumstances lead to death as the systematic starvation, 

some of whom were executed based on confessions under torture and 

fake trials concluded prejudging. 

-International  Investigation Commission said that the crime of enforced 
disappearance may have been committed by the government in a 
comprehensive and systematic attack,  considered as  crimes against 
humanity. 
-Other non-governmental parties and armed groups have arrested its 
opponents but they do not measure up to the level of violations by 
government forces in terms of quantity and quality, in its prison , 
practiced torture , extrajudicial murders and field executions , recently 
was the execution of  army free soldiers  were  being held by the Jund al-
Aqsa. In addition to subject detainees to bad conditions and 
accompanied by torture led to death , as it is with the Islamic state 
organization ,  Front victory and Jund  Al-Aqsa , which recently executed 
130 soldiers from the army free in Kafr  Zita (Hama). 



 

 

-Methodology:  

 
The Organization of Hama Rights Watch up to the preparation of this 
report had adopted on 16 interviews with the mothers , wives sisters 
and daughters, victims of enforced disappearances noting that the total 
structured interviews Protectors of Human Rights Watch amounted to 
600 interviews with the forcibly disappeared relatives , to the fourth 
degree, and till the date of the preparation of this report was the 
number of complaints sent from Organization protectors of 
human rights in collaboration with dignity to the group work in the 
United Nations mechanisms non-contractual (Group on enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances) amounted to 130 complaints which is 
equivalent to 40 percent of the total cases that reached the attention of 
mentioned group on enforced or Involuntary Disappearances in Syria 
and all the interviews personally conducted or through Skype by activists 
of the organization after the adoption of matching form to form Panel . 
The final report of the organization has relied on sixteen interview 
directed in open question for families of the victims women for their 
suffering and problems resulted by the absence of their relatives , the 
answers were as following , we will mention them after encrypting the 
names in the interest of the organization on the privacy and security and 
safety of the victims' relatives .. 
 

-About  enforced disappearances : 

 
 Enforced disappearances known according to the Declaration on the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance as : " Arrested 
people by the state or the staff of the various branches of government, 
or by organized groups or private individuals acting in the name the 
State or with direct support from the state issued directly or indirectly, 
approval or acceptance. 
 The men were detained or abducted against their will or otherwise 
deprived of their liberty in any way, then followed by a refusal reveal the 
fate of the concerned persons or where they are or refusal to 
acknowledge the deprivation of their liberty, which deprives them of the 
protection of the law. " 
- In what concerns the Syrian situation owing to the lawyer Mr. Sulaiman 
Isa's viewpoint , Executive Director of Human Rights Guardian that the 



 

abductions cases of active armed groups of non-state as the 
organization of the ISIS and PYD, Kurdish militias having the form of 
state and has courts and ministries , staff and groups affiliated to them , 
but those cases are classified analogically within the forcibly 
disappearances , even the definition isn't going namely with 
 
Because this behavior a serious crime, it affects not only the disappeared 
person, of being cut off from the world and being a victim of torture and 
inhuman treatment only, but affects his family, his wife and his relatives 
if adversely affected by his absence from them physically and morally 
harmful. As well as the damage goes beyond to family members who do 
not know the fate of their loved ones and their emotions oscillating 
between hope and despair, and the damage of the most intense and up 
to the children disappeared due to the absence of their father and do 
not complete their education, forcing them to work in harsh 
humanitarian conditions and then hurt the whole family if the 
disappeared is the sole breadwinner of the family. 
 
There are other damage affects children of people forcibly disappeared 
when it comes to the legacy left by the victim and had wanted to sell it, 
they face difficulties related to the distribution of inheritance and 
transactions based on the death certificate which non-existent because 
of the unknown fate. 
 
-The rights that are violated by the crime of enforced disappearance 
against the victim: 
- The right to liberty and personal security. 
- The right not to be subjected to torture and cruel treatment. 
- The right to recognize the legal personality of human. 
- The right to life. 
-The right to a fair trial guarantees. 
-The right to an effective remedy, including reparations and 
compensation. 
- The right to know the truth about the disappearance conditions. 
 
-Enforced disappearance also violates in general economic, social and 
cultural rights of victims and their families:  
 
-The right to protection and assistance for the family. 
- The right to suitable standard of living. 



 

 

-Impact on society: 

 
Communities are directly affected by the disappearance of the sole 
breadwinner of the family, as well as affected by the deterioration 
of the financial situation of families and social marginalization. 
 
 

-The impacts of enforced disappearances on women: 

- Wives  suffering : 

A - L wife said :  
I have a five-year-old boy I face  many difficulties, firstly, I am 
suffering from the loss of my future and fear of the next, especially 
in terms of raising my son who always asks his father, secondly, 
there is no breadwinner for us and we are suffering in living 
difficulty of  financial side , as there is no guarantee or salary for 
the children of prisoners and disappeared, Thirdly, I subjected to 
sexual harassment and bargain in my honor for getting a 
permanent work . An interview in Antakya 01/15/2107. 
 
M-N the wife of A-M said :  
The dream of meeting again and the hope of return, all fade away 
and forget  thinking about it , because of the difficulties of life , 
work , looks of pity and denial of all the pleasures of life , because I 
am a woman in a male dominated society where there is no hope 
but nightmares and fear, fear of the next , we do not know anything 
about his fate  is he still alive or dead , will he come back or not ?? 
We do not know when we finish this feeling, it is really painful 
feeling, moreover there is no job and do not have a house, but only 
people give us money as charity, I forget myself and I forget that I 
am a human being 
I hope to meet him to put my head on his shoulder and forget the 
pain of the past years. An interview in Antakya 20/1/2017. 
 
 
 
L-M wife said:  
The most important thing I faced after my husband's absence is 
homelessness and the high rent of our house, the lack of money, 
my children young and I was pregnant, there is no breadwinner for 



 

us nor relatives,  now I have my little baby who needs to take care 
of and  expenses. I am very tired and I am a physical and 
psychological pain, concerns and fears increased when my 
daughter got sick and needed regular follow-up and I am unable to 
follow her illness ,it is very difficult to live alone in these 
circumstances, I hope to improve our financial situation and find 
jobs enrich us from humiliation, my husband's safe return to us, to 
make us forget the difficult years and gives his children tenderness 
and affection they lost ... 
but Will he come back or not ??... I do not know ... waiting ... 
waiting for the unknown. 
An interview in Antakya 22/1/2017. 
N-D wife said: 
Relatives and brother control in my life is the most important 
suffering I have, decision-making and even keep me at home, in 
addition to forced waiting for my husband Impossible return ,the 
hardest suffering is waiting for unknown, and promise your children 
for the unknown man return who will not be back, stay stuck at 
home eat and drink in daily routine. 
Thinking of divorce is impossible. 
Thinking of getting married is impossible. 
Raising children in the hope of impossible return without a father, 
also boredom and everyday worries of hatred and lack enjoyment 
of life, the isolation of length of thinking, bad dreams, and think 
about the last memories. 
He will not be back and  I cannot stand these difficult dull life, due 
to excessive thinking now I have headache  and hypertension, pick 
up the palliative pills. An interview in Antakya 8/1/2017. 
B-S wife said:  
Great suffering indescribable in five lines, but  need five folders to 
describe, firstly, to love your husband and suddenly loss him, 
where no one can fill his place, Secondly, to have girls and 
everyone tries to have you, thirdly, the near and distant give up 
from you, And finally to lose your home and your own , even 
though you are young , lose your family and support ,whereas the 
great disaster is becoming a refugee and lots of suffering that 
cannot be counted. An interview in Antakya 12/1/2017. 
M-KH wife said: 
The most terrible crime in the world that deprives children of their 
father, feeling pain, responsibility, separation, the nightmare of not 
seeing him again, the difficulties of daily life, living , raising children 
and securing their requirements, because of her unjust laws 
prevent women from thinking of getting married once again, 



 

because of the denial of her children, in addition to losing hope of  
her husband return. 
Lines and pages are not enough to express my feelings as a 
woman in a sick society and unfair fate. . An interview in Antakya 
16/1/2017. 
M-A wife said: 
I have four daughters the oldest is 10 years old, I live in my father's 
house in Antakya ,my dad is 75-year-old, I went to children of 
martyrs school  to register my daughters but they refused. We live 
through charities,  I am worried about the fate of my husband, I do 
not know anything about him five years ago, I demand the Syrian  
and international organizations and  bodies to be treated with the 
disappeared families the same treatment of the  martyrs' families . 
Every  enforced disappeared in Syria may be a martyr, 
We cannot secure a death certificate in order to get relief. An 
interview in Antakya 25/1/2017. 
F-N the wife of A-H said: 
I'm 25 years old, four years ago waited for the return of my 
husband, but he did not come back, I do not know anything about 
him, is he alive or dead, due to the fear for myself, I left my house 
with his my child and lived with my parents. Greatest fear is , do I  
continue my life in the hope of return, or think of getting married?? 
Even if I thought about marriage, I cannot get divorce without the 
presence of my husband, the Turkish courts are not competent, 
and the courts in the liberated areas are difficult to access. It 
seems that my fate is waiting for the unknown, because there are 
social traditions prevent us from speaking or even thinking. From 
the viewpoint my parents, just because they secured the financial 
matters, they had done everything and ignore the other 
psychological and physical needs. In addition to the negative view 
of society towards woman who missed her husband and try to 
exploit her and her needs. An interview in Rayhanyya  28/1/2017. 
-I am the wife of the disappeared A-Z : 
I have five children, since my husband's arrest, the salary was cut 
and I began  working  in clothing stores in Turkey, my husband's 
arrest impact on our lives in all respects most of living conditions, I 
have a 27 years-old  young man  does not have a permanent  
work, I hope that you can  help me secure a suitable job in our 
country, or securing salary because our conditions are very bad, 
especially after the bombing of our house three times by 
warplanes, have two children were deprived of education because 
they have to work for a pittance so that we can secure the 
necessary needs. 



 

Interview via Skype KSA 6/2/2017. 

Mothers of victims:  

Mother of W-M said:  
We escaped to Turkey with two minors. 
Sixty-year-old husband, an engineer, but we do not have work due 
to we get older, even though we accepted  hard works like the 
olive harvest, but no one accept . 
We live in Antakya , it is very difficult to  secure the house rent and  
the children  expenses . 
We are worried about our disappeared son , we did not find who 
cares about us, I ask officials to consideration of our situation and 
observance of our old age. An interview in Antakya 9/2/2017. 
 
 
 Mother of the Ali Beck disappeared : 
70-year-old  father has a right hand breaking and the back pain. 
65- years-old mother  has heart disease and arthritis. 
His wife suffers from back pain. 
He has three children, two of them in school. 
We do not have any income to cover the requirements of life, 
house rent, water, electricity, clothing and Living 
There is not any relief  organization responsible from us,  only God 
knows our suffering. An interview in Antakya 20/1/2017. 
 

-Sisters of victims: 

Sister of N-M said: 
When my brother was arrested I felt that the world stopped and 
everything is over.  
I felt a very difficult sense, I remember him and start crying, at the 
moment that we lost them considered that he would not be back 
again, because we hear about the torture of prisoners. 
The greater suffering  is the absence of my brother who is my 
close friend. 
His absence disintegrated family, he was always keen on kinship, 
he was gathering us. My second suffering is psychological, I 
suffered severe depression as a result of extreme sadness and old 
memories that I think it will not be repeated. In general, we all 
suffered from his absence, he was the basis of the house, 
His absence from deeply saddened on the rest of the family 
specifically my mom, and everybody who know him, hope of his 
return visit me sometimes, but despair and bitter reality that I see 



 

in front of me kill that hope, because of the large number of 
thinking I see him always in my dreams that he was returning and 
criticize us that we did not look for or help him get out of prison, 
when I see him in my dream I live for moments very happy ,  but 
soon woke up to the painful reality where  I do not see my brother. 
An interview in Killes/Antep 13/1/2017. 
 
A-W sister said: 
I did not only lose my brother and supporter, but I lost my life. 
In short,  life no longer means anything to me, I love isolation, I do 
not want to deal with people, I think about his return, smile, words, 
I see in my dream every night and woke up crying.  
The hardest suffering is his  loss shock , and lack of expectation of 
his disappearance, it is harder to forget. 
We try to forget, but his presence and his spirit does not leave our 
imagination. 
Strengthen ourselves day  and weaken days , it seems that our 
fate is impossible waiting , but the human spirit that refuses to 
forget the loved ones 
And wishes to return. It's just pain, physical and psychological 
pain, which is killing us every day and we are still alive . An 
interview via Skype Ariha -Idleb 18/1/2017 

Daughters of victims : 

Daughter of S-M says: 
All what I hope is seeing my father with us at home and see his 
smile. 
In his absence I lost everything, I feel weak and for our life is 
meaningless  without him,  in short that is all. 
 
Z-N  the daughter of K-E said: 
My father, who take care of me, forcibly disappeared , his only guilt 
that he demanded his humanity, I do not know anything about him, 
is he dead or alive? 
Sick or well  ?, tortured or not? , hungry or thirsty? . 
I do not know anything, all what I know is that I wish to die and 
finished this daily nightmare,  I see him in a dream 
As he say got me out of prison 
If we know where he is, we are ready to sell everything we have, 
even our lives, in order to his release, please. !! find my father. 
Interview in Syria / Idlib 11/1/2017. 
 

 



 

-Recommendations:  

 

To the Syrian government: 

 

1-End  arbitrary arrests and enforced disappearance. 
2-Immediate release of the detainees and forcibly disappeared , 
revealed their destiny and stop their suffering. 
3-Reply on the team which concerned in  Enforced  
Disappearances. 
4-end the suffering of victims' families of women by release of the  
victims , because their release end the suffering and end 
everything. 
 

To the United Nations Security Council: 

 

1- Refer the situation in Syria  to the prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court. 
 
2- Pressure on all the parties to implement  the decision of 2139. 
 

 

To the international community: 

 

1-Support justice and accountability in Syria and prevent impunity. 
 
2-Support for human rights organizations in Syria, that are 
documenting violations and reach the voice of the victims to the 
world. 
 
3-Support the new mechanism established by the General 
Assembly to investigate and collect evidence. 
 
4- Treatment psychological traumatized that affected them so 
much through psychological specialists  and providing all their 
medical treatment requirements. 
 
5- Education and awareness community in cases of enforced 
disappearance and the suffering of their families, especially 
women and children, cooperation and sympathy with this category 



 

where they deserve respect and appreciation because they are 
people who have suffered a great injustice. 
 
6- Social Security for the disappeared children and ensuring a 
dignified life for them. 
 
 
7- Reparation for the victims' children , focusing on their  teaching 
and pin them to their schools. 
 

8-Open social support centers for the victims' families. 
 
9- Open psychological support centers for the victims' families. 
 
10- Support the programs of relief and psychological organizations  
that provide the financial  support for victims' families , 
rehabilitation  to secure a decent living for them,  to relieve their 
suffering due to the absence of their loved ones. 
 
11- Pressure on the regime to reveal the fate of the victims and to 
know their whereabouts. 
 
12- Support initiatives and mechanisms that facilitate the 
administrative and legal procedures and support the legal 
awareness programs  of refugee. 
 
13- Pressure on the negotiating parties in Geneva for the 
immediate unconditional release of all those detained and forcibly 
disappeared, including politicians, journalists, relief workers and 
human rights activists detained , allow independent monitors  
access to detention centers and all detainees , one of the effective 
ways to ensure these procedures is the establishment of an 
independent commission to look into detainees cases , monitor 
their treatment in detention , and to ensure their release, allow the 
Committee access to all detention centers, to carry out out its 
functions correctly. 


